
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



96 



MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES. 



[FoZ. xviii, No. 3. 



To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Sies: — In the January number of the Notes, 
page 27, Professor Geddes refers to " Professor 
Hempl's series of Ideophonic Texts." This implies 
an error. The series referred to is that of Mr. 
Robert Morris Pierce. The pedagogical ideas 
upon which the series is based are his, not mine, 
though I am in part responsible for the execution 
of the Tell volume. My position as to the teaching 
of foreign languages may be seen in the Introduc- 
tion to The Easiest German Reading (Ginn and 
Co.) and in my forthcoming German Grammar. 
In the latter book I have also presented the modi- 
fication that I advocate of the alphabet of the 
International Phonetic Association. 



unimportant; but the student should not be told 
that Burke " was raised to the peerage as Earl of 
Beaconsfield." 



George Hempl. 



University of Michigan. 



BKIEF MENTION. 

A Student's History of English Literature. By 
William Edward Simonds, Ph. D. Boston, 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 

It is probably impossible to produce a perfectly 
satisfactory manual of English Literature. The 
compiler of such a work — unless he aims at 
nothing higher than a mere cram-book of names 
and dates — has four elements to deal with : the 
character and tendencies of the time ; accounts 
of individual authors and works; critical esti- 
mates; and illustrative excerpts. It is not pos- 
sible to treat all these adequately in the limits 
of a text-book ; so every compiler must frame 
an equation for himself, and determine, according 
to his tastes and judgment, what he will insert 
and what omit. 

Dr. Simonds has adjusted this equation in a 
fairly satisfactory manner: the characteristics of 
the times and leading lines of drift in thought and 
action are noted, and the critical remarks are clear 
and just. If some of the biographical sketches 
seem meagre, and illustrative extracts too few, we 
must bear in mind the necessary limitations of a 
manual of this kind. The " suggestions for study " 
are excellent. 

A few minor inaccuracies may be passed over as 



A few years ago (Dec, 1897) the Northwestern 
University acquired a valuable collection of German 
classics, gathered by the late Geheimrat Schneider, 
a member of the local government in Schleswig. 
Professor James T. Hatfield, to whose initiative 
and zeal the acquisition of this treasure for the 
Library of the Northwestern University is princi- 
pally due, has just published in The Book-Lover, 
Vol. in, No. 6 (January-February, 1903), pp. 
485-490, an interesting article, giving a brief 
account of the collection and illustrating by a few 
typical examples its usefulness for the study of 
German literature. The library contains some 
two thousand seven hundred volumes and consists 
almost entirely of original editions of German 
authors, from the time of the Reformation down 
to the latter half of the nineteenth century. The 
classics of the eighteenth century are especially 
well represented, and in Professor Hatfield's article 
a prominent place is naturally given to the works 
of Goethe, Schiller, and Lessing. We learn that 
not only such rare books as the first editions of 
Goethe's Werther, Iphigenie, and Hermann und 
Dorothea, or Schiller's Anthologie and Die Rauber 
are included in the collection, but also important 
periodicals like the Thalia and Die Horen. The 
library, moreover, contains one of the most com- 
plete collections of " poetical almanacs " (Musenal- 
manaehe) ; for example, complete sets of the Gott- 
ingen, Leipzig, and Berlin series. 



PERSONAL. 

Professor F. J. A. Davidson, who was Assistant 
Professor of Romance Languages at Leland Stan- 
ford University from 1895 to 1900, and in 1900- 
1901 Professor of Romance Languages at the 
University of Cincinnati, is now special lecturer 
on Spanish at the University of Toronto. His 
resignation of the chair of Romance Languages at 
Cincinnati was occasioned by the death of his 
father, the administration of whose estate necessi- 
tates Dr. Davidson's residence in Toronto. 



